of FEMA's national civil preparedness program.
To promote fast and effective civil-sector response
in time of war or national emergency, for instance,
FEMA managers work closely with DoD in main-
taining a system of resource stockpiles and in
establishing production priorities. Also, the agency
oversees and revises various programs designed to
enable key federal agencies to operate during such
crises.

Complementing the agency's work to sustain
domestic industrial production and government

tance. The agency pays half the salaries of local
emergency planning personnel and half the cost of
necessary communications equipment. It also picks
up the entire tab incurred by states and localities in
developing geographically specific plans for vari-
ous emergencies.

In addition, FEMA maintains the National
Warning System, which alerts residents to forth-
coming enemy attack, natural disasters, and man-
made catastrophes. Concurrently, the agency seeks
to ensure the continued operation of selected radio
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operations are its efforts to protect and minister to
the civilian population. In particular, FEMA offi-
cials are helping state and local governments design
programs to shelter or evacuate residents in the
event of war or peacetime disaster. The corner-
stone of these programs is an extensive, modern,
and redundant communications, data-processing,
warning-issuance, and command center complex
known as the FEMA National Emergency Manage-
ment System. System personnel monitor poten-
tially dangerous situations, identify those requiring
attention, obtain information needed to develop a
course of action, and direct state, local, and FEMA
offices to respond.

The system consists of an emergency coordina-
tion center, located in Washington, D.C., an alter-
nate headquarters center, and 10 regional com-
mand centers currently being modernized. Its
sophisticated communications network links these
centers with the White House, appropriate federal
activities, and state emergency operations centers.
In time of crisis, the complex permits continuous
interaction with key federal and state authorities.

FEMA also supports state and local efforts to
ensure that warning and protection measures ex-
tend to as many U.S. residents as possible. One
way it does this is through direct financial assis-

stations as components of the U.S. Emergency
Broadcast System during such emergencies, princi-
pally by spearheading efforts both to provide them
with radioactive fallout protection and emergency-
power systems and to retrofit them so that they can
withstand electromagnetic pulse commonly associ-
ated with nuclear detonation.

As the above discussion makes clear, FEMA's
mission is to design a comprehensive framework
that effectively integrates civil-sector mobilization,
relief operations, recovery assistance, and hazard
mitigation. The task is a difficult and complex one.
It demands not only a proper blend of foresight
and diligence, but a degree of coordination that
now extends across the Atlantic.
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